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Looking Forward: February 2017
It seems like 2017 is just off to a good start but it is already time to think together 
about Easter!

The first day of March marks the beginning of Lent for 2017.  March 1, 2017 
is Ash Wednesday when we will gather in for an evening or remembrance and 
worship.  It will be our launch into the season that will ultimately bring us to the 
celebration of Easter and beyond.

Lent is a time of preparation and reflection that allows believers and seekers to 
know God in a deeper way.  It is often a time of sacrifice and generosity.  It is also 
a time of study, discovery, and service to others.  Lent begins with Ash Wednes-
day and goes all the way through Easter.  Some see the season being informally 
extended on through the Sunday of Pentecost.   We will celebrate Easter on April 
16 and Pentecost on June 4th to complete the sequence that some call ‘from 
ashes to fire’ in the life of the church.

We will be inviting the entire congregation to focus on Lent as a ‘Season of Mer-
cy’ when we can explore biblical images of mercy, compassion and redemption.  
Each of the five Sundays of Lent will have a theme that will focus on how we are 
blessed by the mercy of God and the ways we can demonstrate mercy through 
our daily lives.

We will come to Easter through the threshold of Holy Week where we will expe-
rience Holy Communion on Thursday evening and remember the power of the 
cross on Good Friday.  Our Easter celebration will begin on Saturday evening 
with our first service of worship at 5:00.  Our regular Sunday morning service 
will be wonderfully enhanced with special music and a message that will focus 
on a renewal of our faith and our hope in Christ Jesus.

I hope you will be with us every step along the journey from Ash Wednesday to 
Easter and beyond!

In addition to our Sunday focus on a ‘Season of Mercy’ we will also be continu-
ing to invite individuals to experience the core elements of Christian disciple-
ship.  Many are already focused on and investment in scripture, a deeper experi-
ence of prayer, continual acts of worship, engagement in service and connecting 
it all through relationships that are life giving.

God has been very good to us and we are thankful for all the Lord has done.  
2017 is going to be a wonderful year with positive adventures at every turn.

I look forward to seeing you on Sunday!

Blessings

Randy Jessen



Pancake 
Supper

Feb. 28th • 5PM-7PM • $5 per ticket

Boy Scout Troop 16

Purchase your tickets after service 
on February 12, 19 or 26



Dear Precious Friends and Family,

Before, during and after Andy’s Celebration of life on January 7, 2017, I saw so 
many folks helping with the service.  There were men and women setting up ta-
bles and chairs.  There were ushers assisting Andy’s friends and us.  There was a 
multitude of saints arranging a beautiful buffet for all of us.  At some point, in my 
fog of joy and sorrow, someone placed a cup of water in my hands.  And I gulped 
it down. 

How can we thank you for all of the comfort you provided our family and friends?  
How can we thank you for the honor you bestowed on Andy, showing the multi-
tude of love that God pours down on us and we share?  “God Bless You” is used so 
often but it expresses our gratitude to each of you.  So we say to each of you: GOD 
BLESS YOU!

Our family has collected over 100 names of people who helped us.  Honestly, we 
wanted to write a personal note but lack of energy does not afford the fulfillment of 
that desire.  So, can you please give copies of this to anyone you know participated.

Each of you turned grief into rejoicing as, together, we celebrated Andy’s passing 
from this life of pain into the heavenly arms of God.

God bless you.

Denver, Nora, Tim and Amy AND ANDY FOX

YOUR SUPPORT SAVES LIVES

Marie’s son, St. Luk was dying of malnutrition. FMSC meals gave Marie the 
nutrition she needed to breastfeed her son and provide him with all he 

needed to grow and stay healthy.

Plans are underway for PUMC’s fourth consecutive MobilePack® on Friday and Saturday, October 27-28.



February 25  8:30 am – 12:45 pm
Registration Deadline: February 10, 2017

The church has paid the registration cost for everyone to attend but you need 
to register for workshops if you’d like to attend them. You don’t have to attend 
workshops, you can attend morning worship only, if you like.

Register online at www.mhpp.rmcumc.org or Email: Brenda Schafer, office@
stlukeshr.com

Note: If you need child care, please give us the child’s name and age when you 
register. Child care reservations must be made by Feb 10.

Conference Schedule
8:30 am—9:00 am: Registration

9:00 am—10:15 am: Worship / Business

10:30 am—11:30 am: Workshop Session 1

11:45 am—12:45 pm: Workshop Session 2

Workshop Titles and Speakers
Shaping Christian Disciples (Jeremy Scott) 

Leading the Church into the Mission Field (Bishop Karen Oliveto)

The Four C’s of Worship (Indiana Martin) 

Fresh Expressions of Ministry (Diana Huerta) 

Mile High Pikes Peak
D I S T R I C T  C O N F E R E N C E  2 0 1 7

   “Loving Like Jesus” 



CHILDRENS MINISTRIES
Activities and offerings for kids of all ages

Kids experince Jesus’ Easter story through interactive experiences.

April 15 – Journey with Jesus 
Travel back in time to experience the Easter Journey, walking as Jesus did during 
his last week on Earth.  Please arrive between 3:00 and 4:00 pm for an authentic 
family experience! We will have multiple stations for you to journey to together 
with a guide that will help you through the experience. 

April 29 – Joyful Noise Musical: 
Star Quest
Join us at 10:00 am for the Joyful Noise Production of Star 
Quest.  In a galaxy far away, and in a future not too dis-
tant, the crew of spaceship J-316 is on a mission: trekking 
through the galaxy, bringing the Word of God to people 
everywhere!



MISSIONS
Serving our community, our nation, and our world

As we enter the new year, it is exciting to think about where God will lead us in the 
way of our missions outreach.  There are so many opportunities to participate in 
reaching God’s people, especially the unreachable who are very much in need of 
coming to know God’s love in their lives. 

One way to grow your faith this year is to consider getting involved and experienc-
ing a hands-on mission experience. There are lots of opportunities to get involved 
in missions outreach.   Whether it is bringing food for the Parker Task Force food 
bank, bringing a dish to share with our Winter Shelter Network guests, or going on 
a short-term mission trip--all are ways for us to help share God’s love with others 
and demonstrate our faith as we focus on our mission to “make disciples of Jesus 
Christ for transformation of the world.”  

Upcoming Mission Opportunities:

Distribution of gloves, hats, scarves & sack lunches to the homeless in Downtown 
Denver.  On Sunday, February 19 there are a couple of activities:  At 10:45 a.m., 
folks will gather at Tapestry UMC and make bag lunches for the people living in 
Civic Center Park. At 4:00 p.m., folks will meet in Denver in front of the Capitol 
to give out the food and the warm clothes. We would love for you all to join us for 
both of these activities, or just to go with us downtown. It’s really great to meet 
with the people there face-to-face, so we decided that was the best way to distrib-
ute everything. If anyone wants to carpool, we will meet at the Wildlife Experience 
parking lot at 3:15 p.m.   For more info, contact  Marsha Weber at marshaweber@
msn.com  or 303-658-0468.



Pray for and provide supplies for the Haiti Mission trip (traveling March 20-27).  
The following donations are needed for the team to take to Respire Haiti:

1). Printer ink 950/951

2). 3 inch deck screws

3). Feminine hygiene products

4). Black shoes (new)... All sizes.  Girls wear Mary Jane style and boys wear black 
loafer style or black tennis shoes. 

Providing shelter, meals and compassion to homeless women and children in Douglas County

Winter Shelter Network

Did you know that at least 500 Kids are  
Homeless in Douglas County?
The members of Parker United Methodist Church have stepped up in faith to help.  
Every Wednesday night through Thursday morning from November 2nd 2016 
through March 29, 2017,  we are opening our doors to homeless single women, 
homeless Moms and their children.  They will be sleeping on cots in our warm 
Church building.  We will feed them dinner.  We will provide a continental break-
fast.  We will provide supplies so they can pack a sack lunch. Though most of the 
teams are assembled, we can always use extra volunteers and donations, both sup-
plies and financial. Please prayerfully consider becoming a part of this wonderful 
ministry!

Project Leader Contact Information:
Steve Kascht:  720-934-3670 kskascht@aol.com



ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE
Managing the Parker UMC Endowment Funds

Endowment Fund Experiences an Increase
The Endowment Funds experienced an increase in value due to the strength in the 
stock market, and the investments generally with Rocky Mountain United Meth-
odist Foundation, and totaled $475,989.05 prior to withdrawing funds at the end 
of the year to assist with the purchase of the wonderful new piano for the sanctu-
ary.  We received contributions during the year both to our General Fund and to 
the Scholarship Fund, for which we are extremely grateful. 

 

As we prepare again this spring for granting scholarships to our High School Se-
niors, we ask the congregation for donations to add to the earnings available from 
the Miller Youth Scholarship Fund.  Please indicate “scholarships” in the memo 
line of any donation checks.   And High School Seniors, please look for the 2017 
Scholarship Application, and be sure to submit them to the church office by April 
15, 2017.  This is a great opportunity for PUMC to assist our graduating seniors in 
the next step in their education.

Please keep in mind that if you have an 
old vehicle that you would like to get rid 
of in a safe, easy way, and also benefit the 
youth at PUMC, please call 1-866-628-
2277, mention Parker United Methodist 
Church, have your vehicle title available, 
and Vehicles For Charity will take care of 

the rest.  VFC will arrange to pick up the vehicle, have it towed, arrange the sale, 
and provide you with a tax-deduction receipt.  The net proceeds will then be sent 
to PUMC to add to the Scholarship Fund.



UNITED METHODIST MEN
Fellowship, Service Opportunities and Christian Living for Men

The U.M. Men is a group of men who are trying to live the Christian Life.  We are 
active in many ways in the life of PUMC.  We provided help to set up/tear down 
of tables & chairs for 3 recent events.  We helped with the parking lot landscaping, 
lighting, and tree watering.  We assisted the trustees in some of their tasks in keep-
ing our facilities looking so nice. We provided “manpower” at a church member’s 
home after a wind-storm did damage there. We have also been able to provide 
funds for outreach missions of PUMC.  

The monthly group meeting is the 2nd Saturday of each month from 8:00 - 9:00am 
for breakfast, fellowship, laughter, and some business.  There are a Wednesday and  
Thursday morning breakfast & Devotions group.  (Check the office for their time 
of meeting.)

We continue to invite all men to come and join us at the 2nd Saturday of each 
month.  Recently this group has had 18 - 21 men gather in fellowship!

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Faith, Hope and Love in Action

The Parker United Methodist Women unit has achieved a “6 Star” award for con-
tributing through the Rocky Mountain Conference of UMW to all channels of 
mission giving and by increasing our annual Pledge to Mission. By contributing 
to the UMW mission giving, we are a part of the ever-growing mission of UMW 
women locally, nationally and internationally.

In 2017, we invite members to attend the Mile High/Pikes Peak UMW Spiritual 
Day Apart event on Saturday, March 18th at Castle Rock UMC from 9:00 – 2:30 
and the Rocky Mountain UMW Spiritual Life Retreat at the YMCA of the Rockies 
in Estes Park April 20-23.  

If you enjoy reading, there is a UMW Reading Program that offers women the op-
portunity to read and share books concerning social action, nurturing for commu-
nity, education for mission, leadership development and spiritual growth.  Contact 
Cathy Higgins for additional information.

We extend an invitation to all women to join the Parker United Methodist Women 
unit and become part of a vast network of concerned Christian women which 
encircle the globe. United Methodist Women create blessings by spreading faith, 
hope, and love in action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world. 
Please contact Caroline Lynch or Marsha Weber for additional information.



STUDENT MINISTRIES
Youth activities are open to students grades 7-10

Youth Happenings!
We have a lot going on from January through May, so please grab our Youth 
Calendar on the top shelf of the Youth News Rack in the Narthex.  For any other 
information or questions please feel free to call April (720-204-4424) or email 
April@ParkerUMC.org

Sunday School (grades 6-12) - 9:30 AM in the Youth Room, EXCEPT the first 
Sunday of the month when it’s Communion Sunday.  We encourage students  to 
attend service with their families.

Youth Group Sunday Gatherings Are:
5 - 6 PM - for Jr. High (grades 6-8) 
6 - 6:30 PM - Snack Dinner for all youth grades 6-12 
6:30 - 7:30 PM - Sr. High (grades 9-12)

Special Events Coming Up Include
February 10-12, is our winter retreat at the Great Wolf Lodge

February 26 - We’re going to SkyZone from 5 -6 PM & Arby’s from 6-7

March 5 - Sr. High Mission Trip Information Night 6:30 PM (Current 8th grad-
ers and their families are invited!)

March 19 - No Youth Group - Spring Break

April 9 - Easter Mystery Party - ALL YOUTH -  4-7 PM

April 13 - 7 PM Community-wide Youth Run Maundy Thursday Service at 
Southeast Christian



April 15 - Parker Task Force Food Drive at Walmart 10-12 & 12-2 (choose a slot)

April 16 - No Youth Group - Easter

Our Summer Mission Trip Dates Are:
Jr. High (current 5th - 7th graders) June 25-30, Youth in Mission at Buckhorn 
United Methodist Church Camp.  A mission/camp experience. $275/pp

Sr. High (current 8th - 12th graders) July 15 - 22, Tsaile, AZ with Sierra Service 
Project. $400/pp

XYZ  EXTRA YEARS OF ZEST
Everyone is invited to join us for our events and outings!

Monthly XYZ Breakfast 
3rd Friday of each month at Village Inn in Parker

Denver Botanic Garden Tour 
Our postponed Botanic Garden Tour is now Rescheduled for: Wed., April 12th. 
10:00am with lunch @ noon at Pete’s Greek Town 

Watch for more information in the Midweek and weekly Bulletin.

PRETEENS
Preteen group is for all kids 4th-6th grades

Pre-Teen Valentine Dance!  
February 10th 6-8pm.  We’ll have dinner, talk about God’s love for us, and learn 
some fun line dances!  For 4th and 5th graders, but 6th graders are welcome too!  
Feel free to bring a friend!

Bowling!!!  
March 10th  5:30-7:30: We’ll be meet-
ing at the new Boondocks bowling 
alley. Everyone please bring $10 to 
help offset costs.  

Messy Games!  
April 14th   6-8:00. We’ll play some 
messy games, come prepared with 
clothes and shoes that might get dirty.  
We’ll be also talk about how God can help when life gets messy!  



LITTLE BLESSINGS
Preschool and Kindergarten

Scholastic Book Fair & Literacy Night
February 26 – March 3, 2017: Little Blessings is gearing up for its annual Scholastic 
Book Fair.  It is a Dr. Seuss themed week of literacy fun.  Local children’s author 
and Little Blessings parent, Kristin Acker Miller, will be joining us to read her 
book “A Colorado Day” and share about what it means to be an author.  The Cat in 
the Hat along with Thing 1 and Thing 2 will visit and we will end the week with a 
Pajama Party Literacy Night.  

Spring Break Care at Plaza
March 20 – March 24, 2017: Little Blessings Plaza Campus will be open the week 
of Spring Break for Drop in and supplemental care.  Care can be scheduled for any 
combination of days and times between the hours of 9 am & 3 pm. Contact Emily 
or Judi at (303) 840-6196 to schedule your care.

Parker Task Force and Little Blessings
Little Blessings Preschool and Parker Task Force are teaming up to help bring quality 
preschool experiences to more families.  They visited in January to work on a plan to 
help make the financial aspect of preschool more affordable to qualifying families.

Plaza Campus
Little Blessings Plaza Campus is growing.  In January two more class sessions were 
opened, making 13 more classroom spots available to two and three year olds in 
our community.  The Bluebird classroom enrolled five two year olds and our new 
Hedgehog class opened with four new friends.



2 0 1 7  M E N ’ S  R E T R E AT  -  M A R C H  1 0  &  1 1
A JESUS SHAPED LIFE

Led by Pastor Doug McKinney

Great fellowship, 
Great Food, 

and time to reflect 
on shaping our 

lives as God wants 
us to do. You don’t 

want to miss it!

2017 Men’s Retreat Will Be March 10 & 11
Location: Ponderosa Retreat and Conference Center 15235 Furrow Rd. — just 45 
minutes south of PUMC.

Theme: “A Jesus Shaped Life: Discussion sessions will be led by Pastor Doug McK-
inney.

Schedule: We will begin Friday about 6:30pm with a carry-in supper and have one 
discussion session lasting til about 9:00. Saturday begins at 7:00am with devotions, 
then 7:30 breakfast. Two discussion sessions in the morning and two more in the 
afternoon.   Everyone will be dismissed by 5:00. You’ll  be home in time to have 
supper with your family.

Cost: The full retreat is $85. – this includes two meals, one night’s lodging in nice 
accommodations, towels and bedding. Saturday only is $70. The cost includes 
breakfast and lunch.

Registration: – visit the registration table in narthex.

Register Online: http://www.parkerumc.org/mens-retreat-2017

Contact Wilson Green, wgroen@aol.com with questions.



11805 S. Pine Dr. - Parker303.841.3979
www.parkerumc.org

Holy Week Services
PALM SUNDAY: April 9th at 8, 9:30 and 11
MAUNDAY THURSDAY: April 13 at 7 p.m.

GOOD FRIDAY: April 14 at 7 p.m.
JOURNEY WITH JESUS: Family Centered Experience 

April 15 at 3 p.m.

Easter Worship: 
Easter Eve Saturday, April 15 at 5 p.m.  

Sunday, April 16 at 8, 9:30 and 11 

Parker United Methodist Church


