


 

We all know that 
February is the 
month of love 
with Valen ne’s 
Day arriving right 
in the middle of 
the month.  Of 
course, this par c-

ular February has even more room 
to ‘love one another’ since it is a 
leap year with a ‘once every four 
year’ experience of February 29th!  
There is always room for more 
love! 

 When it comes to love, you 
can’t do any be er than the li le 
New Testament of I John.  In five 
short sec ons we hear that: 

God’s love is made complete in 
Jesus (1:5) 

We should love one another 
(3:11) 

That God is love and whoever 
loves lives in God (4:16) 

That there is no fear in love 
but in fact perfect love 
drives out all fear (4:18) 

To love God is to obey his com-
mandments (5:3) 

 Those are not roman c im-
ages of love but they are essen al 
to our life of faith and to our rela-

onship with God.  I am always 
amazed by the number of people 

who carry around an image of God 
that include a God who desires to 
punish, be harsh, and demanding.  
If we follow the path that is pre-
sented in I John, we will discover 
that we are blessed to know a God 
who loves us deeply.  John even 
says, “This is how God showed his 
love among us: He sent his one 
and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him.” 

 That is the good news of 
the Gospel of Jesus Christ!  That 
God wants to shine through so our 
lives can be illuminated by Jesus 
who is the Light of the World.  
February 2016 would be a great 

me to discover or reaffirm that 
reality for our own faith journey. 

 I am so grateful to God for 
the wonderful things the Lord is 
doing within our congrega on.  I 
see people increasing their com-
mitment to worship.  I see people 
developing outstanding plans for 
serving others.  I see faithful lead-
ers who are helping us move the 
mission forward every day.  I see 
people coming to faith and fami-
lies growing in their faith.   It is a 
beau ful sight! 

 I pray that February 2016 
will be a me of great blessing to 
you and your family.  On Wednes-
day February 10th we will commit 
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our lives to the growing journey of 
Lent as we receive the mark of 
repentance on Ash Wednesday.  
From there we will learn how to 
Give It Up as the season of Lent 
leads us to Holy Week and ul -
mately to the gi  of Easter resur-
rec on celebra ons. 

 God is love, and in him 
there is no darkness at all.  In fact, 

at every turn God desires to 
brighten our day with gi s of 
grace.  Let’s spend this month 
(and the rest of the year!) working 
in partnership with God!  I know it 
will be a blessing! 

 May it be so in your life! 

Randy Jessen  

Annual MEN”S Retreat  March 11 & 12.             

Ponderosa Retreat &Conference 
Center, 15235 Furrow Rd. --  just 

45 minutes south of PUMC.   

This year’s theme is “MOVING 
FORWARD”.  Discussion sessions 
will be led by Pastor Randy Jessen, 
to help us explore how our indi-

vidual and unique experiences and make-up create a pla orm for 
faith, spiritual development, and personal service to others.  These 
different experiences in life may enhance our spiritual focus. Randy 
men oned that reading the book, HALF TIME by Bob Buford, would 
give us addi onal insight for his sessions. 

 The retreat begins Friday about 6:30pm with a carry-in supper.  
There will be one discussion session las ng  un l about 9:00p.   Satur-
day begins at 7:00a with devo ons, then breakfast.  There will be two 
discussion sessions in the morning and two in the a ernoon.  We will 
be done on Saturday by 5:00p.   

 The cost for the full retreat is $85., which includes meals, lodg-
ing, towels and bedding. The cost for Saturday only is $70. and  in-
cludes breakfast and lunch.   To register,  visit the registra on table in 
narthex  on Feb 7, 14, 21, 28, & March 6.  You can register online at 
www.parkerumc.org under UMM.  For ques ons – contact Keith Eip-
per, Revkeithre@gmail.com.      
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When I was 
growing up, I 
remember 
Lent as this 

me where I 
had to choose 
to give up 
something 

that I loved.  I remember trying 
to trick the system, finding things 
that I could give up that wouldn’t 
cause me too much pain. “I can 
give up this certain cartoon be-
cause I don’t really like it, but yet 
I am s ll giving up a cartoon.”  “I 
won’t play with this toy all of 
Lent.  Of course, I don’t really 
play with this toy anyway, but no 
one needs to know that.”  I kind 
of missed the point that Lent is a 

me for us to reflect on our faith 
and to not only see the things 
that hold us back from having a 
closer rela onship with God, but 
to give them up.  It is a me for 
us to challenge ourselves and to 
inten onally get right with God 
and to see what God is calling us 
to be.   

 This Lent season, I chal-
lenge you to do just that.  Our 
theme for Lent is to “Give it up”. 
 We can do this in a variety of 
ways.  We can give up things that 

are holding us back, or we can 
give up ourselves or our me to 
grow.  What will you “give up” 
this year?  Will it truly challenge 
you and help you be inten onal 
during this me?  I hope you will 
join with us this year as we “Give 
it up” for God and journey to-
gether through our Lenten devo-

onals, our class and study mes 
and Sunday mornings.  Let this be 
the year where we truly get it 
and we become the people that 
God is calling us to be.  

Cody Anderson, Associate Pastor 



 

 

FEBRUARY ACOLYTE   LIST 

 8:00 am              9:30am 

  RED ROBES ON THE FIRST SUNDAY 

 7th BEN SHIER   GRAYSON HARDY 

 MAX SHIER   CONOR PALMQUIST 

14TH TAVIE BROWN   HANNAH REYNOLDS 

 MACKENZIE BROWN  RACHEL REYNOLDS 

21ST CAITLYN VOYLES   BELLA BYINGTON 

 CHLOE LENTZ   CLAIRE BUNTEMEYER 

28TH JAMES SMITH   GRAYSON CASSEL 

 CAS STANLEY   HAYDEN CASSEL 

Did you know 
that PUMC 
has three 
Men’s Fellow-

ship Groups?  All men ac ve at 
PUMC are invited and welcome.  
Each group hopes to enrich your 
Chris an life!  If not already in one 
or more of these, please consider 
visi ng one soon.   

2nd Saturday of each month -- 8:00 
to 9:00am – for all men.  There is 
breakfast, fellowship, devo ons 
and laughter. We have some busi-
ness and occasionally learn how 
we can be of service to our church 
and community. Contact Rev-
keithre@gmail.com  

Each Wed at 6:30 – 7:30am 
“Men’s Breakfast Group”.  We en-
gage in conversa ons on topics of 
interest, as it relates to our per-

sonal and collec ve faith journeys.  
Enjoy a light breakfast of pastries 
and coffee.  Most are (now) re r-
ees or near that age, but all are 
welcome.  Contact is Jud Jaqua -- 
jpjaqua@comcast.net    

Each Thursday at 6:00am “The 

Faith Walkers”  meet for study, 

fellowship, and service to others.  

“We hope to strengthen a man’s 

faith journey as they navigate their 

careers, their roles in a family, and 

other of life’s demands.  Primarily 

for men who are 30ish to 40ish but 

all are welcome. For more infor-

ma on contact Ryan Woods at 303

-725-6766 or rwoods005@me.com 
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Contemporary Chris an Book 
Group: For February & March 2016 

 

The Contemporary Chris an Book 
Group meets the first Wednesday 
evening of the month at 7:00 p.m., 
skipping January and July.  You are 
welcome to join us on a regular ba-
sis, or just drop in when a book in-
terests you!  If you have ques ons, 
please contact Susan Gus n at 
sjgus n@comcast.net.  Here is our 
reading list for Feb. & March 2016: 

February 3 

Simply Jesus: A New Vision of Who 
He Was, What He Did, and Why He 
Ma ers, by N. T. Wright. Non‐
fic on.  In Simply Jesus, bestselling 
author and leading Bible scholar 
N.T. Wright summarizes 200 years 
of modern Biblical scholarship and 
models how Chris ans can best re-
tell the story of Jesus today. In a 
style similar to C.S. Lewis’s popular 
works, Wright breaks down the bar-

riers that prevent Chris ans 
from fully engaging with the 
story of Jesus. For believers 
confron ng the challenge of 
connec ng with their faith to-
day,…Wright’s Simply Jesus 
offers a provoca ve new pic-
ture of how to understand who 
Jesus was and how Chris ans 
should relate to him today. 

March 2 

The Underground Girls of Ka‐
bul: In Search of a Hidden Re‐
sistance in Afghanistan, by Jen‐
ny Nordberg.  Non‐fic on. (A 
selec on of the UMW reading 
program).  An inves ga ve 
journalist uncovers a hidden 
custom that will transform your 
understanding of what it means 
to grow up as a girl….In Afghan-
istan, a culture ruled almost 
en rely by men, the birth of a 
son is cause for celebra on and 
the arrival of a daughter is 
o en mourned as misfortune. A 
bacha posh (literally translated 
from Dari as “dressed up like a 
boy”) is a third kind of child – a 
girl temporarily raised as a boy 
and presented as such to the 
outside world. Jenny Nord-
berg,…constructs a powerful 
and moving account of those 
secretly living on the other side 
of a deeply segregated society.  
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Lent 2016 Schedule 

 “Give It Up!” 

 

FEBRUARY 

February 10th- Ash Wednesday-  

6-9am Imposi on of ashes in the Sanctuary 

7pm Ash Wednesday service in the Sanctuary 

February 14- Sunday- Give It Up- Independence 

February 17- Lent Study at 1pm and 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

February 21- Sunday- Give It Up- Sin 

February 24- Lent Study at 1pm and 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

February 28- Sunday- Give It Up- Hate 

MARCH 

March 2- Lent Study at 1pm and 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

March 4- World Day of Prayer 

March 6- Sunday- Give It Up- Fear/Anxiety 

March 9- Lent Study at 1pm and 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

March 13- Sunday- Give It Up- Doubt 

March 16- Lent Study at 1pm and 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

March 20- Palm Sunday- Give It Up- Death 

March 22- Journey With Jesus 5:00-6:30pm 

March 23- Lent Study at 1pm and 6pm in the Fellowship Hall 

March 24- Living Last Supper 7pm in Sanctuary 

March 25- Good Friday Service 7pm in Sanctuary 

EASTER SERVICES 

March 26- Easter Eve Service at 5pm 

March 27- Easter:  8, 9:30 & 11a 
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February is here! Al-
ways a great month – 
The Super Bowl, Ash 
Wednesday, Lenten 
studies, My Birthday. 
So many great things. 
There is one thing this 
February, however, 

that is a li le different - I am 
star ng my last semester in semi-
nary. Three more months of killing 
myself to get everything done for 
all of my classes while s ll ge ng 
everything done for the church, 
while s ll being a good (well, de-
cent) husband and spending 
enough quality me with Jen.  

 As I begin to look down 
this last li le bit of tunnel and see 
the light at the end, I wanted to 
very inten onally take some me 
to say thank you to all of you for 
your consistent support over the 
last three years. It has been a diffi-
cult road, but I truly have felt the 
encouragement from the incredi-
ble Parker UMC family every step 
of the way.  

 I especially want to thank 
those of you who have supported 
me through contribu ons to the 
Clergy Scholarship Fund. The 
scholarship fund was established 
to help defray some of the costs 
of school for people who launch 
from PUMC into voca onal minis-

try. As you know, academic pro-
grams are not cheap. However, 
because of your gi s there have 
been a number of us through the 
years who have benefi ed greatly 
by being able to reduce or elimi-
nate many of those student loans 
or credit card charges that would 
have otherwise followed us into 
ministry like a dragging anchor.  

 I bring this up because the 
mission of this fund is not ending 
with me. I pray that you will either 
begin or plan to con nue contrib-
u ng to the Clergy Scholarship 
Fund so that Cody and everyone 
who is called from PUMC a er her 
will be able to afford the schooling 
that is necessary for voca onal 
ministry in the UMC. In the twenty 
years I have been involved with 
PUMC, this church has consistent-
ly been a launchpad for incredible 
folks who have heard God’s call to 
ministry and have responded. 
There is no reason to believe that 
will end any me soon. Without 
your financial support, however, 
many who feel called to serve 
might not be able to answer that 
call to the fullest extent. Please 
join me in suppor ng all the clergy
-to-be who God will call in PUMC’s 
future.  

God bless you all and thank you so 
much!            Pat  
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MISSIONS 

Missions Update: 
  Planning for 2016 Mis-
sions ac vi es & events is under-
way.  We are looking at providing 
more hands on opportuni es to 
allow you and your family me to 
focus on Missions and sharing 
God's love with others and some 
Mission trips are star ng to be 
planned. 
  
Here are a few things to keep an 
eye out for: 
  
Coming Soon...A hands-on, drop-in 
mission for all ages that can be 
completed in just a few minutes 
between worship services on Sun-
day, February 14.  Bring your family 
and  friends to spread Christ's love 
across the community by crea ng 
and distribu ng Blessing Bags to 
our homeless popula on.  The ex-
act mes and loca ons will be an-
nounced soon...but in the mean-

me, we need dona ons to fill the 
bags.  Please help as you are able. 
Dona ons needed:  One gallon 
plas c bags, bo led water, individ-
ual servings cranberry juice*, 
wrapped beef jerky*, small jars of 
peanut bu er*, bars-granola, pro-
tein, etc., scarves (or 1 yard fleece 
to make scarves), gloves, hard can-
dy (wrapped), dried fruit snacks 

Come join in packing bags to share 
with those in need. 

Bring dona ons to Sunday School 
or Missions Table and drop in la-
beled boxes between now and Feb-
ruary 13.  Checks may be payable 
to PUMC with Missions-Blessing 
Bags in the memo line. 
 
Mission Trips... 
      Global Hope trip to India - 
March 4-14 (please con-
tact nancy.week@globalhope.org) 
 
      Respire Hai  school - April 4-11 
(please contact Amy Hicks for more 
info) 
 
 
 
Check out the Missions table & vid-
eo monitor to learn about upcom-
ing events--it is in the Narthex 
(directly across from Sanctu-
ary).  Or reach out to one of any of 
our team members to learn 
more:  Julie Kronbach, Dave Kron-
bach, Suz Walker, Pat Chase, Cody 
Anderson, Kam Breitenbach, Frank 
Hill, Diana Hill, Mark Johnson, Mike 
Oldham and Marsha Weber 
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Lent is beginning this month.   Please consider 
adding more Prayer me as part of your prepa-
ra ons for Easter.   We will be having a Prayer 
Vigil Easter weekend.  If you want to join the 
Prayer ministry or the Prayer chains contact 

Sabrina Thompson or Rev. Randy Jessen.  

Endowment Commi ee 

In the past, Congress had to re-
authorize the IRA charitable rollo-
ver each year, and o en did so ret-
roac vely, so it was difficult to 
plan.  In December, as part of the 
PATH Act, this provision was made 
“permanent.”  This means that you 
can count on being able to make a 
direct transfer from an IRA to a 
public charity (not a donor advised 
fund or private founda on), up to 
$100,000 per year, if you are at 
least age 70 ½.  You do not have to 
recognize the amount of the trans-
fer in your taxable income, and it 
can meet your “Minimum Re-
quired Distribu on” for the year.  
PUMC is a public charity, and you 
can designate alloca on to the En-

dowment Funds, if you wish. 

 If you have any ques ons 
about the Endowment Commi ee, 
making gi s to PUMC’s Endow-
ment Fund(s) generally, or are 
considering crea ng a possible 
new fund, feel free to contact me.  
At this me, we have the Miller 
Scholarship Fund (usually making 
grants to PUMC’s high school sen-
iors for college); the Stroh Fund 
(used for capital improvements for 
the building); and the General 
Fund (the income can be used for 
any church purpose as determined 
by the commi ee).  

 

Laurie A. Hunter, Chair   

February 10 
Imposition of Ashes will 
be available from 6a-9a 
in the Sanctuary and at 

7p at the                    
Ash Wednesday Service. 
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Boy Scout Troop 16 and Venturing 
Crew 16, sponsored by PUMC, in-
vites everyone to come enjoy an all
-you-can-eat dinner of pancakes, 
hash browns, sausage, and drinks.  
Spend an evening being served by 
this group of young men and their 
parents who are very grateful for 
the support you give to Troop 16.  
Bring your friends and family for a 
great night of good food and so-
cializing. 

  

The supper is on Shrove Tuesday, 
February 9th.  We will serve from 
5:00-7:00 p.m. in the fellowship 
hall.  The cost is only $5.00 per 
person and children 4 & under eat 
free.  Tickets will be available for 
purchase a er Sunday morning 
services on January 31st and Febru-
ary 7th (Scout Sunday).  You may 
also purchase ckets at the door.  
We will have gluten-free pancakes 
and lots of toppings available. 

  

The proceeds from this annual 
event help support the ac vi es of 
the troop and crew, which devel-
ops morals, character and ethics in 

the scouts.  Troop 16 currently 
serves around 110 young men and 
Crew 16 supports 7 young men 
and women.  The supper is suc-
cessful because of the long-
standing support of PUMC mem-
bers.  We hope to see you there!  
Bring your friends and family for a 
great night of good food and so-
cializing. 

 

SCOUT SUNDAY 

A en on all Scouts and Scouters!  
Please come to church on Sunday, 
February 7th for the annual Scout 
Sunday!  Come dressed in your 
uniform and ready to celebrate 
your organiza on!   

 

 



 

Gree ngs Everyone, 
 
I want to share with 
you an opportunity 
that is coming up 
on Saturday morn-

ing of March 5th .  This event is our 
annual district leadership confer-
ence, and it will be held at Tri-
Lakes UMC which is not  far away; 
south on 83 to the El Paso county 
line and then west & south about 
one mile.   The keynote speaker is 
Rev. Dr. Janet Forbes (senior pas-
tor of St. Luke’s UMC) with a mes-
sage on “Moving Beyond the Walls 
of the Church”.  There will also be 
five workshops offered in which 
you can par cipate in two of 
them: Fresh Expressions of Faith; 
Ministry with Young People; Min-
istry to Military Members; Disabil-
ity and Inclusion; and General 
Conference 2016 (discussing the 
important issues coming before 
the delegates). 

Included in the morning 
ac vi es is celebra on of the Qui-
et Disciples from our 40 plus Mile 
High / Pikes Peak District church-

es, a short business mee ng, and 
me to meet and fellowship with 

church members from around the 
district.  Our district includes 
churches from southern Denver 
metropolitan area to the southern 
area of Colorado Springs, east to 
Simla, Rush and Ellico , and west 
to Breckenridge, Central City, and 
Woodland Park.  Our Parker 
church will be paying the registra-

on cost. 
I encourage you to go and 

see what our UMC is doing in this 
area of God’s Kingdom! 

 
MHPP District Conference at               

Tri-Lakes UMC 

March 5, 2016  

202566 Hun ng Downs Way 

8:30 am – 12:30 pm  

Monument, CO 80132 

 

Grace and Peace be yours 
today and every day! 

 
Ruth Wills 
Lay Leader  
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LAY LEADER—RUTH WILLS 
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Women's Retreat 2016:  

Coming April 1st, 2nd and 3rd 

Every year 
we have a 
wonderful 

me at the 
United 
Methodist 
Women's 
Retreat 
and we 
would love 
for you to 
join us. It is 

a great me to dig deeper into 
your spiritual journey as well as 
connect with other women and 
share in their journeys. We have 
ladies who come every year to visit 
with old friends and revitalize their 
rela onship with God. There are 
also ladies who come for the first 

me, who are looking to focus on 
the spiritual growth part of their 
lives while making new friends in 
the process. Some women even 
bring their mom's or daughters for 
some special mother daughter 
bonding and spiritual growth too. 
Every year women come to the re-
treat, each in their own circum-
stances, make connec ons, pray 
for each other and "prayer sisters" 
was born. Even a er the three day 
retreat we have women staying in 
touch and praying for each other 
through out the year!  Some for 

many years! 

 This year our retreat will be 
April 1st, 2nd and 3rd at the beau-

ful Hideaway Inn and Conference 
Center. The Hideaway is only a 20 
minute drive south of Franktown, 
surrounded by serene nature and 
forest. Our guest speaker will be 
Rachel Divine. She has wri en 
three books and is a mo va onal 
speaker from Queens, New York. 
She will be talking about her sec-
ond book, "The Third Road, Your 
Secret Journey Home" which focus-
es on finding God's purpose for our 
lives. We all want to hear God's 
calling and dreams for our lives 
and He does have them for each of 
us. We all want to hear what we 
were meant to become that will 
bring us fulfillment and God glory.  
We can all use me to recharge 
and refocus. The new year is a 
wonderful me to think about 
carving out me just for you and to 
travel on that metaphorical "Third 
Road" where you can see God's 
dreams for you. There will be some 
fantas c ladies to meet along the 
way.  Please contact Jane Kusner 
720-227-1591 or Caroline Lynch 
303-483-8729 with any ques ons. 
Look for informa on and registra-

on pamphlets in the Narthex 
coming soon.  
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Some mes in my 
heart, I struggle 
with whether or 
not mission work 
that I par cipate in 
has longevity.   Alt-

hough giving food, clothes, and 
money can be very helpful, it is 
also finite in its reach, when it’s 
gone, it’s gone.  This is the main 
reason I love the Heifer Interna-

onal. 

         Heifer Interna onal is a great 
organiza on that works with com-
muni es to help end hunger and 
poverty and care for the earth.   
By giving families a hand-up, not 
just a hand-out, they empower 
them to turn lives of hunger and 
poverty into self-reliance and 
hope. With gi s of livestock and 
training, Heifer Interna onal helps 
families improve their nutri on 
and generate income in sustaina-
ble ways. They refer to the ani-
mals as "living loans" because in 
exchange for their livestock and 
training, families agree to give 
one of its animal's offspring to an-

other family in need. It's called 
Passing on the Gi  – a corner-
stone of their mission that creates 
an ever-expanding network of 
hope and peace. 

       During Sunday School, I will be 
educa ng children on this mis-
sion.  But, there will be brochures 
and informa on about Heifer In-
terna onal on the Mission Table 
in the Commons.  Please, stop by 
and give what you can for this 
wonderful and precious mission 
that helps so many with basic 
needs through the gi  of God’s 
blessing to us all, His animals!  

       Consider, as a family, pulling 
up the website, and looking at the 
animals together.  Let them see 
the joy on the children’s faces 
when they receive an animal.  
Let’s work together to give as 
many animals as possible this 
year! If you have any ques ons or 
would like more informa on, 
please call Wendy White at the 
church office or email her at wen-
dy@parkerumc.org   
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Preteen Events:  Join us on Febru-
ary 12th from 6-8pm.  In honor of 
Valen ne’s Day, we will be learn-
ing some new fun dance moves 
and talking about our faith and 
love.  Preteen Events are for chil-
dren in 4th, 5th and 6th grades.  
This is a fun me where kids get 
to come together and have fun 
while growing in their faith.  
Friends are always welcome!  
Don’t miss out on this fun even-
ing!! 

Heifer Interna onal:  In children’s 
Sunday School, our children will 
be collec ng money to help pur-
chase animals for those in need.  
This is a great way to teach our 
children how to give some of their 
money to those who have less 
than they do. Please help by re-
minding your children to give 
what they can to help purchase an 
animal for someone who could 
use this gi  of love and hope.  
And help your children to remem-
ber to bring back their money by 
Feb 28th. 

Acolyte Training:  Has your child 
ever been interested in being a 
part of worship as an Acolyte?  
Every Sunday, our children help 
begin worship by bringing in the 
light.  They then help during wor-
ship, and end worship by taking 
the light back out. Acolyte Train-

ing will begin on February 7th at 
11:00 in the Fellowship Hall and 
will go for 5 weeks.  This training 
is for any child in 3rd-5th grade 
who have been interested in be-
ing an acolyte but have not gone 
through the training.  We will 
then commission our acolytes on 
March 13th at the 9:30 service.  If 
your child is interested in being an 
acolyte, please let Wendy know 
so we can sign you up for this 
wonderful program! 

Love Magnets Needed!:  Our chil-
dren’s Sunday School classes con-

nue to grow, and the Sunday 
morning energy is electrifying to 
be around!  Because of the in-
crease in kids, we are in need of a 
few extra hands in our classes.  
We are in great need of help at 
the 9:30 and 11:00 services.  We 
already have teachers for these 
classes, but are just in need of 
helpers.  If this is some place that 
you could give your me one Sun-
day a month, please contact Wen-
dy White at wen-
dy@parkerumc.org, or call the 
church office.   




